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Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all time

In this magisterial book, a monument of history and biography that was awarded the National Book Award
and the Pulitzer Prize for nonfiction, renowned journalist Neil Sheehan tells the story of Lieutenant Colonel
John Paul Vann–"the one irreplaceable American in Vietnam"–and of the tragedy that destroyed that country
and the lives of so many Americans.

Outspoken and fearless, John Paul Vann arrived in Vietnam in 1962, full of confidence in America's might
and right to prevail. A Bright Shining Lie reveals the truth about the war in Vietnam as it unfolded before
Vann's eyes: the arrogance and professional corruption of the U.S. military system of the 1960s, the
incompetence and venality of the South Vietnamese army, the nightmare of death and destruction that began
with the arrival of the American forces. Witnessing the arrogance and self-deception firsthand, Vann put his
life and career on the line in an attempt to convince his superiors that the war should be fought another way.
But by the time he died in 1972, Vann had embraced the follies he once decried. He went to his grave
believing that the war had been won.

A haunting and critically acclaimed masterpiece, A Bright Shining Lie is a timeless account of the American
experience in Vietnam–a work that is epic in scope, piercing in detail, and told with the keen understanding
of a journalist who was actually there. Neil Sheehan' s classic serves as a stunning revelation for all who
thought they understood the war.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Ware:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in Vietnam.

Arlene Wilson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because
just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann
and America in Vietnam to read.

Ruth Davis:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is definitely A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in
Vietnam.

John Fouts:

You will get this A Bright Shining Lie: John Paul Vann and America in Vietnam by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.
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