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Peter Ackroyd at his most magical and magisterial -- a glittering, evocative, fascinating, story-filled portrait
of Venice.

In this sumptuous vision of Venice, Peter Ackroyd turns his unparalleled skill at evoking place from London
and the River Thames, to Italy and the city of myth, mystery and beauty, set like a jewel in its glistening
lagoon. His account is at once romantic and packed with facts, conjuring up the atmosphere of the canals,
bridges and sunlit squares, the churches and the markets, the fiestas and the flowers. He leads us through the
history of the city, from the first refugees arrivingin the mists of the lagoon in the fourth century to the rise of
a great mercantile state and a trading empire, the wars against Napoleon and the tourist invasions of today.

Everything is here: the merchants on the Rialto and the Jews in the ghetto; the mosaics of St Mark's and the
glass blowers of Murano; the carnival masks and the sad colonies of lepers; the doges and the destitute and
the artists with their passion for colour and form -- Bellini, Titian, Tintoretto, Tiepolo. There are wars and
sieges, scandals and seductions, fountains playing in deserted squares and crowds thronging the markets.
And there is a dark undertone too, of shadowy corners and dead ends, prisons and punishment.

The language and way of thinking of the Venetians sets them aside from the rest of Italy. They are an island
people, linked to the sea and to the tides rather than the land. 'The moon rules Venice,' Ackroyd writes: 'It is
built on ocean shells and ocean ground; it has the aspect of infinity. It is the floating world... changing and
variable and accidental.'This book, like a magic gondola, transports its readers to that sensual, surprising
realm. We could have no better guide -- reading Ackroyd's Venice is, in itself, a glorious journey and the
perfect holiday.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Sanchez:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Venice: Pure City is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Crystal Scott:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to your
account is Venice: Pure City this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require
to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's
why this book suited all of you.

Anna Snyder:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Venice: Pure City which
is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Esther Tackett:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Venice: Pure City was colorful and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Venice: Pure City has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters.
For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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