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Despite a shared colonial past, South American nations experienced different patterns of conflict in the
nineteenth century. These differences led to the creation of a variety of states and regimes, from authoritarian
military oligarchies to popular democracies. Using a rigorous logic of comparison, Fernando López-Alves
explores the roots of state building in five countries and explains why the political systems of these early
postindependent societies were prone to militarism, corporatism, or liberal democracy.
Breaking with the traditional economic analysis of South American development, López-Alves argues that
civil-military relations lay at the core of state building. By comparing three countries in
particular—Uruguay, Colombia, and Argentina—during an intense phase of state and regime formation, he
shows how war and the collective action of the rural poor contributed to the construction of central armies,
the rise of new social classes, and the emergence of civilian organizations. He also examines characteristics
unique to each country’s war-formed culture and discusses how coalitions were built during this period.
Examples from Paraguay and Venezuela and references to state formation in Europe, the United States, Asia,
and the Middle East add to the complexity and richness of the study’s comparative analysis.
Drawing on a vast bibliography of both primary and secondary sources, López-Alves goes beyond providing
insights into the particular development of Latin American countries and introduces a comprehensive theory
of state formation applicable to other regions. This book will interest Latin Americanists, historians, political
scientists, and sociologists studying state formation.
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From reader reviews:

Jenni Roberts:

Inside other case, little people like to read book State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-
1900. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important any book State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as
well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's read.

Leon Fisher:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide State Formation and Democracy
in Latin America, 1810-1900 will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
appropriate book with you?

Lisa Loo:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this State Formation and
Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Stephany Garcia:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like State Formation and
Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.
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