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Framing a Life is Geraldine Ferraro's touching memoir of her Italian American family. Like the frame on
which her mother once crocheted beads to make a living, Framing a Life draws together a tapestry of
immigrant family stories both past and present. Beginning with the arrival of her grandmother Maria
Giuseppa Caputo on these shores in 1890, the author takes us on a grand journey that includes her own vice
presidential nomination in 1984 and brings us to the present day, spanning a total of five generations.

In the immigrant ghettoes of New York's Lower East Side and Italian Harlem, Maria Giuseppa raised ten
children, one of whom was Gerry's mother, Antonetta Corierri. The young Antonetta was forced to leave
school after the eighth grade to work as a crochet beader in a garment factory, but she had aspirations to lead
a better life. She fulfilled this goal when she married Dominick Ferraro, an up-and-coming Italian immigrant,
and they opened a restaurant and store in Newburgh, New York. But her fortunes took a tragic turn when
Dominick died suddenly of a heart attack. Determined not to let her dreams of a better life for her son and
daughter die with her husband, Antonetta moved to the Bronx and returned to crochet beading to put Carl
and Gerry through school. Once, observing Gerry's poor crocheting skills, Antonetta warned her, "Get an
education or you'll starve to death!" Gerry took heed, becoming a teacher before she turned her attention to
the law and to politics.

Antonetta Ferraro's single-mindedness paid off in the ultimate immigrant success story. Geraldine Ferraro,
whose grandmother could not read or write and whose mother left school at age fourteen, rose to become a
symbol of the American dream -- for all immigrants and for all women.

Throughout Gerry's runs for office, including her vice presidential campaign with Walter Mondale in 1984,
Antonetta was a constant presence by her daughter's side. She lived to see one of Gerry's daughters receive
an MBA from Harvard but passed away before the other daughter became a doctor.

In Framing a Life Geraldine Ferraro leads us along her family tree, from her Italian roots to the branches that
stretch into the future. Throughout, she draws parallels between her own and other immigrant families and
the basic values, including religion and the importance of education, that unite them. She notes that
contemporary immigrants from Asia and Latin America are no different from our country's European
forebears in their circumstances and their dreams of a better life. No matter where one's family originated,
Ferraro's story has resonance for us all.
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From reader reviews:

Frankie Evans:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Framing a Life: A Family Memoir. Try to the actual book Framing a
Life: A Family Memoir as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Bradley Harshbarger:

Here thing why this kind of Framing a Life: A Family Memoir are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. Framing a Life: A Family Memoir giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with Framing a Life: A
Family Memoir. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of Framing a Life: A Family Memoir in e-book can be your choice.

Billie Luster:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is usually Framing a Life: A Family Memoir.

Lettie Perez:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the
top list in your reading list is Framing a Life: A Family Memoir. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this book
you can get many advantages.
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