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BEST KNOWN AS THE DIRECTOR of such spectacular films as The Ten Commandments and King of
Kings, Cecil B. DeMille lived a life as epic as any of his cinematic masterpieces.

As a child DeMille learned the Bible from his father, a theology student and playwright who introduced
Cecil and his older brother, William, to the theater. Tutored by impresario David Belasco, DeMille
discovered how audiences responded to showmanship: sets, lights, costumes, etc. He took this knowledge
with him to Los Angeles in 1913, where he became one of the movie pioneers, in partnership with Jesse
Lasky and Lasky’s brother-in-law Samuel Goldfish (later Goldwyn). Working out of a barn on streets
fragrant with orange blossom and pepper trees, the Lasky company turned out a string of successful silents,
most of them directed by DeMille, who became one of the biggest names of the silent era. With films such as
The Squaw Man, Brewster’s Millions, Joan the Woman, and Don’t Change Your Husband, he was the
creative backbone of what would become Paramount Studios. In 1923 he filmed his first version of The Ten
Commandments and later a second biblical epic, King of Kings, both enormous box-office successes.

Although his reputation rests largely on the biblical epics he made, DeMille’s personal life was no morality
tale. He remained married to his wife, Constance, for more than fifty years, but for most of the marriage he
had three mistresses simultaneously, all of whom worked for him. He showed great loyalty to a small group
of actors who knew his style, but he also discovered some major stars, among them Gloria Swanson,
Claudette Colbert, and later, Charlton Heston.

DeMille was one of the few silent-era directors who made a completely successful transition to sound. In
1952 he won the Academy Award for Best Picture with The Greatest Show on Earth. When he remade The
Ten Commandments in 1956, it was an even bigger hit than the silent version. He could act, too: in Billy
Wilder’s classic film Sunset Boulevard, DeMille memorably played himself.

In the 1930s and 1940s DeMille became a household name thanks to the Lux Radio Theater, which he
hosted. But after falling out with a union, he gave up the program, and his politics shifted to the right as he
championed loyalty oaths and Sen. Joseph McCarthy’s anticommunist witch hunts.

As Scott Eyman brilliantly demonstrates in this superbly researched biography, which draws on a massive
cache of DeMille family papers not available to previous biographers, DeMille was much more than his
clichéd image. A gifted director who worked in many genres; a devoted family man and loyal friend with a
highly unconventional personal life; a pioneering filmmaker: DeMille comes alive in these pages, a legend
whose spectacular career defined an era.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Gray:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Empire of Dreams: The Epic Life of
Cecil B. DeMille book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Linda Gabriel:

The reserve untitled Empire of Dreams: The Epic Life of Cecil B. DeMille is the book that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Empire of Dreams: The Epic Life of Cecil B. DeMille from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Tia Sargent:

The reason why? Because this Empire of Dreams: The Epic Life of Cecil B. DeMille is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Donald Barber:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Empire of Dreams: The Epic Life of
Cecil B. DeMille which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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