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When I was thirteen, we moved to Dalton, Missouri, a flyspeck on the road map, so my father could
supervise the 960-acre farm he and his two partners had bought several years before. It was a return to his
roots. Our new home in Dalton was infinitely more primitive than our South Side Chicago apartment and
even more primitive than my aunt and uncle's hill-country house on the other side of the county. It was a
hotel, one that hadn't entertained guests for decades. It was a nightmare the likes of which my father never
had. Not only did the hotel lack an indoor toilet and potable water, it also had no bathing facility.

In this warmly witty account, Joel Vance re-creates what it was like for a city kid to have his life changed
almost entirely when he is transplanted from his Chicago birthplace to his father's home country in rural
Missouri—where basketball was the major social event and a night out might be a trip to the burger joint in
town.

While Vance writes about his relatives and their roots in Missouri and Wisconsin, his focus is on his
growing-up years in the late 1940s and early 1950s. The anguish of adolescence is detailed, but lightened
with Vance's special skill for humor. Dating, French kissing, drinking, hog castration, and vocational
agriculture are just a few of the experiences that Vance recalls. His comical encounters with the local
citizenry, his social misadventures, and his fumbling exploits on the high school basketball and baseball
teams are interwoven with reflections on weightier matters, such as the mismanagement of the Missouri
River and its wetlands by the Corps of Engineers. He shares his emotions, his dreams, and the realities of his
high school days, capturing the essence of the experiences of many who lived in the Midwest at midcentury.

Although Vance's writing is funny—sometimes laugh-out-loud funny—there are poignant moments, too,
when the realities of life and death are immediate and personal. Any reader from a small-town background
will identify with Vance's memories, and most city readers will understand Vance's confusion in coping with
the move from Chicago to rural Missouri. Taking the reader back to a time when life was simpler and days
seemed longer, this lively recollection of coming of age in a small Missouri town will provide hours of
enjoyment.
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From reader reviews:

Matilda Greiner:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Down Home
Missouri: When Girls Were Scary and Basketball Was King. All type of book would you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Joan Naylor:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important normally. The book Down Home Missouri: When Girls Were
Scary and Basketball Was King was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Down Home Missouri: When Girls
Were Scary and Basketball Was King is not only giving you much more new information but also to become
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship while using book Down Home Missouri: When Girls Were Scary and Basketball Was
King. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

John Singletary:

The particular book Down Home Missouri: When Girls Were Scary and Basketball Was King will bring one
to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Down Home Missouri: When Girls
Were Scary and Basketball Was King is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Bryant Booher:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Down Home Missouri: When Girls Were Scary and Basketball Was King when you
needed it?
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