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From 1895 to 1944 the US Navy commissioned some 60 steel-clad battleships; the first being Indiana (BB-1)
and the last USS Missouri (BB-63). After an impressive showing in the Spanish-American War and the
‘Great White Fleet’s’ circumnavigation of the world, US battleships played only a minor role in the First
World War. They came into their own in WW2 primarily bombarding enemy held coastal regions and
supporting Allied operations in Europe and the Pacific. Their firepower was awesome and the later examples
had nine 16-inch and up to twenty 5-inch guns plus copious antiaircraft defenses.

On the few occasions these mighty ships took on Japanese counterparts, they performed brilliantly but
protection of the increasingly important aircraft couriers was more decisive. Armor plate nearly a foot and a
half thick saved many from fatal attack from suicidal kamikaze pilots.

Post WW2 the battleships were relegated to war reserve status but later their value projecting American
military power worldwide and their conversion to platforms for cruise missile saw their rebirth. The last US
battleship retired in 1992 having served in the Korean and Vietnam War, the Middle East and finally Desert
Storm.

This fine book gives the expert and layman a privileged overview of one of the greatest weapon systems in
military history.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Furman:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Battleships of the United States
Navy (Images of War). All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Jennifer McNab:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book Battleships of the United States Navy (Images of War) ended up
being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication Battleships of the United States Navy (Images of War) is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Battleships of the
United States Navy (Images of War). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Caroline Gonzalez:

This Battleships of the United States Navy (Images of War) are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Battleships of the United States Navy (Images of War) can be among
the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this Battleships of the United States Navy (Images of War) giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Isaac Lewis:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Battleships of the United States Navy (Images of
War) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?
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